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A huge THANK-YOU

to Dave (Wally) Wallace
and the VM Show Committee!

By Ted Devonshire Ontario District president
0n behalf of the Ontario District Board of Directorsand

al Ontario Barbershoppes who attended the “best

barbershop show ever in thispart of theworld,” 1 want
to extend sincere thanks and congratulations for an absolutely
superb job of organizing and running the Vocal Majority Shown
on August 18"

The audience, though limited in numbers, was certainly
unlimited in appreciation. There have been many, many
communications from the Vocal Mgority praising the
organization and acknowledging that no detal was missed in
the ar s. They hada fabuloustime performingfor our

audiencein Roy ThomsonHall.

So — to Dave (Wally) Wallace (chairman), Paul Greer
(trangportation and housing), Rodger McTaggart (tickets and
auditorium), Craig MacPherson (contect and liaison), Paul
Goodwin (promotion and advertising), Seve Coulte (stage,

Texas Takes Toronto Twice

By Murray Byr ne Peterbor ough Chapte editor

t different times during their smash hit performance at
Roy Thomson Hdl last Saturday, the Vocal Majority

and Acoustix thanked the audience for being so
appredative and hospitable to the extent of even having the
Blue Jays throw agamein their honour.

Notwithstanding the irony and the fad that the Blue Jays
offered up another gamethe next day, the Viocal Majority proved
to beas promised, “ Arguably the best mde chord ensemblein
theWorld.”

From the opening march to the risas, which in itsdf we
rewarded with a standing ovation, to the find march off,
similarly rewarded, this multitalented and beautifully
disdplined group offered aprogram to satisfy the hungry heart
of every VM fan present.

Barbershoppers comprised the vast magjority of the somewhat
disappointing crowd and those who chose to attend both
performances were treated to a full panoply of the VM
repertoire

That isn't to say tha one was cheded if not attending both
shows — not at all. Each was outstanding in itsdf. The major
difference being the addition of the wonderful Hymn section
comprising “1 Walked Today Where Jesus Waked” and “The
Lost Chord” accompanied by the pipe organ in the evening
performance.

Acoustix was hot, particularly in the evening whenthey were
deinitely in the “zon€’ musicdly and really loose between
songs. Some fdt there was a little too much banter but the
opportunity for Joel T. Ruther ford to shine among hisfriends
was perhaps too goodto pass up.

By the way, Joel handled himself very well, thank you,
proving tobe quite adept with the quips and the barbed shots at
his American cohorts. From their reactions to his comments it
appeared that he waswinging it and scoringto their delight and
surprise. The audience loved evey hit of it. What a bas
instrument!

Musically we were treated to aprogram that touched on each
well known facet of the Vocal Majority’s considerable
callection. From the opening “Mardi Gras Mard’ medley
through the smooth accompanied “ Singing in the Ran” to the
anticipated “Walls of Jericho,” the audience wasfully engeged
and appreciative, especially for the beautiful “Somewhere
Meadley” and paticularly the closing combination of “Let there
be Peace On Earth” and“ One Voice.”

Theatricdly, the produdion waswdl paced, thoughtfully lit
and clevely scripted. The use of an “in-chorus’ spokesman
kept the audience informed and well se up for what was tc
follow.

As usual with Barbershopper audiences, they endured the
mandatory dosage of humour in good grace. But nothing wee
sdd or done without plan or purpose and this served the
audience well inthat it rendered asolid two hours of program
with enough variety, a minimum of talking (other than
Acoustix) and a maximum of musical entertainment possible

Littlewonder the CD-ladentablein thelobby was completdy
sold out!

And if the Blue Jays did throw the weekend games for the
bendit of the VM, it was well worth it. *





