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JOCIETY BOARD MEMBER

DON PYPER

“The Pype Line”

uareall aware that the Society for the Freservationand
Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet Singing in
America, Inc. continues to suffer from its own
problams. The fact that our membership hasdropped from some
38,000to around 32,000 over the past severd yearsshould be
of concern to all of us. There are probably severd reasonsfor

this. For what its worth, let me give you an opinion.

We have created for ourselves a many-faceted organization.
Our efforts support a variety of programs designed to bring
great information to all of usfor the purpose of devdopment,
both as individualsand groupsof varioussizes.

We have support programs for membes as individual,
quartet, octet, VL Q, smdl and large chorus singersas well as a
myriad of offerings for organizational , administrative
improvement. Our Society funds the operdion of programs of
judging, coaching, public relations, advertisng, mus cal
education, afield man operation sacond to none, acentral office
with staff ready and willing to help in many ways, a complete
Barbershopper’s Shop, aregular meeting schedule for purposes
of bringing together the leadership teams from al ove the
continent, a support for the young enthusiagtic singers in our
schoals, charitable activities, a music publication system of
consistent excellence, alibrary of songs old and new which is
theenvy of many, a strong chapter support activity, an award
program to recognize the eff orts of contributors to the cause at

al levels of the organization, a sizeable and exciting
competition system, aswell asa mighty training program for
directors of our style. We dso produce a great selection of
publications, (manudsetc.) with timeproven informationonall
of our projects.

So, wha are we missing? Are we enjoying the bendfits of
these programs? Are we dtting badk and wondering or are we
involved in the push for abetter placeto sing in’?

Thereisno thrill onearthlikethat of ringing achord or twoor
many, with two voices, (yes, duetting can be great fun)., four
voices, eight voices (some octets produce an outstanding
sound) and larger groups of avaidy of sizes. It does' t matter
how many, but it does matter how well.

| just wonder how many members have ever seen or learned
from the manual's on vocd techniques, perf ormance skills, and
just basic barbershop. It seemsto me thet the information and
legislation for use is already in place We need to use it more
sucoesstully.

Theactivity of Sngingtogether inagroupof any sizeisfunin
itsdf, even if we're just learning how to do it. In fact its more
exdting whenwe arelearning something new. You should hear
theraving comments of first time, and repeat of fender students
of hamony and director’scollege The youngstersin thecollege
guartet are ecstatic about their new found cdebration of song.

We have one of the best recreational music products in the
world . We should stand up and wave the flag. We should be
more invitational to potential members when they arrive on our
meding doorsteps. We should get our ad together so that they
do arivea our meetings. We must be suretha they partidpate
inthe sngingimmediatdy and don' t hear alot of organi zational
tdk onthat first night. They must be introduced somehow, to
evaryonea the medingand beinvited into the circle singing at
the end of the meeting. They must be included in the chorus
activity. They must learn what a good tag is. They must not
leave the meeting without registering for follow-up contect. s
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At the spring convention, two certificateswere pressted
by Paul Tamblyn (C) to recognize
Ken Fisher (R) andRab Arnold (L)
for their sucoessful compleion of the requirements for a
cetified director. For information onhow to achieve this,
oontact Paul Tamblyn. *

New Quartet Raises Eyebrows
By Jim McDougall

new quartet cdled CROSS-IRE sure surprisedalot of

people in the Pioneer Digrict this fall. Nobody had

heard tell of them until the Friday night contest in
Batle Creek. When they made the cut with a powerhouse
sound, every one was buzzing.

In lae August, Sarnia Chapter member, Rich Lauzon and
Sr athroy Chapter member, Brian M cDougall, teamedtogether
with Grasse Point Chapter member, Robb Smith and Macomb
Chapter member, Scott Ridey to form amighty fine sounding
quartet.

With only ten rehearsds ahead, they placed an astonishing
third place bronzeinthePioneer Didtrict Quartet Contest. Better
gill they won the singing category on Saurday night by one
point.

I"'m sure we' Il hear alot more from CROSSFIRE. *





