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Board approves Youth Policy
Submitted by Reed A. Sampson,

SPEBSQSAPublic Relations Manager

At its July meeting, the Society Board approved a new Youth
Policy, which is included here in its entirety.

SPEBSQSA Youth Policy Statement

As stated in the Bylaws of theSociety for thePreservation and
Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in America
(“Society”), it is the Vision of the Society “to be an
ever-growing fraternity of barbershop-style singers, leading the
cause of encouraging vocal music in our schools and
communities.” In fulfilling that Vision, the Society, its
subsidiaries, districts, chapters, and members sponsor and/or
participate in a wide range of activities involving young
persons. As provided in the Society Bylaws and Statements of
Policy, young men may be considered for Society membership.
In keeping with the Society’s commitment to maintain high
standards of personal conduct by its members and to provide a
wholesome environment in which the activities of the Society
and its subordinate units take place, and in order to support and
sustain the Society’s good name and reputation in the
communities that it serves, the Society Board of Directors has
adopted this Youth Policy Statement.

1.Policy application
This Youth Policy shall apply to all activities of the Society or

any of its subsidiaries, districts, and chapters, and to all
activities of Society members where they are (or may
reasonably be expected to be) identified as being members of, or
acting on behalf of, the Society or one of its subordinate units,
when such activities (as used in this Youth Policy, an “Activity,”
or “Activities”) involve (or may be anticipated to involve)
participation by Youth. Activities may include (but are not
limited to) meetings, performances, clinics or schools, social
events, or other public or private events. For the purpose of this
Youth Policy, “Youth” are defined as persons who have not
attained the legal age of majority in the jurisdiction in which the
Activity takes place, and Youth involvement may include(but is
not limited to) participation as a guest, student or enrollee,
audience or observer, or participation as a Society member.

2.General standards of conduct
Society members shall conduct themselves as men of good

character and good ambassadors of the Society, being careful to
avoid the use of inappropriate language and actions either
directed to, or within the sight and/or hearing of Youth. All
persons attending any Activity are expected to comply with all
laws of the jurisdiction in which the activity takes place.

3. Member’s responsibility
It is the responsibility of every Society member to be aware of

the impact that his conduct may have upon Youth who may be
present at any Activity. It is also the responsibility of every
Society member to bring to the attention of any member whose
conduct at any Activity may seem inappropriate, the need to
correct the situation immediately. In the event the situation is
not promptly corrected, or if the nature of the conduct (whether
corrected or not) is deemed serious enough to warrant further
action, it is the responsibility of the Society member(s)
observing such conduct to report the same to an appropriate

Society, district or chapter officer. Upon receipt of any such
report, it is the responsibility of the Society, district or chapter
officer to evaluate the same, and to take such further action,
pursuant to the Society’s Code of Ethics, or otherwise, as is
deemed necessary or appropriate.

4.Youth responsibility
Parents are responsible for the conduct of their Youth

participating in Activities. For the purpose of this Youth Policy,
“Parent” is defined as the parent, guardian, school or
institutional representative, or other person or persons having
parental or supervisory responsibility and authority for the
Youth. Neither the Society nor any of its subsidiaries, districts
or chapters shall have or assume the role or responsibility of
Parent for any Youth participating in any Activity. In the event a
Youth’s Parent is not, or will not be personally present during an
Activity in which the Youth is participating, the Parent must
provide a written designation, naming and authorizing another
person who will be present, to act in place of the Parent to fulfill
the role and responsibility of the Parent. The designation must
include the specific authority to obtain, provide, or giveconsent
for any necessary emergency medical treatment to the Youth,
including (but not limited to) surgical procedures that may be
recommended by a physician, in the event of any medical
emergency involving the Youth. ASociety member who is also
a Parent, or who has been named and authorized to act in place
ofa Parent,performs that function in his individual and personal
capacity, and not as an agent or representative of the Society, or
any of its subsidiaries, districts, or chapters.
5. Alcohol

Youth may not be permitted to attend any Activity where
alcohol is served, made available, or being consumed, unless
accompanied by a Parent or other person having parental
responsibility and authority for the supervision and control of
the Youth. Youth shall not be permitted to consume alcohol at
any Activity,whetherornot the Youth’s Parent consents to such
consumption. Society members who consume alcohol at
Activities where Youth are present must be particularly careful
to demonstrate responsible usage.
6. Society membership

Under the provisions of the Society Bylaws and Statements of
Policy, Youth may become Society members, although it is
recommended (but not required) that 16 years be considered as
the minimum age for membership. In any event, where
membership is to be extended to a Youth, as a condition to the
approval of the membership (i) the Youth’s Parent must give
written consent to the Youth becoming a member of the Society
and the chapter; (ii) the Youth’s Parent must agree in writing to
be responsible for, and promptly discharge, all financial
obligations of the Youth to the chapter, district and Society; (iii)
the Youth’s Parent (if a member of the chapter which the Youth
will join),ora designated and authorized chaptermember (if the
Youth’s Parent is not a member of the chapter) must agree in
writing to assume, accept responsibility for, and diligently
perform the active supervision and control of the conduct of the
Youth in connection with all Activities in which the Youth
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