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The Power of Caring

By John Kirby, VPYMIH, Ontario Digrict
The single most important fadt that will change the

oourse of ayoung person’'slife isthat someone truly

cares. How many troubled youth might have changed
thecourse of higher life, if someone had been there to guideand
to encourage. It isn't because we are Barbershoppers that we
should care, it is because we a'e human.

We have anexcellent vehide, music, to helpbridge the gapin
human understanding. All peoples, ages, genders and races
respond to the power of music. It is with this in mind that |
would encourage every chapter in Ontario to root their
individual philosophy statements for Youth programming.

Itis easy tomake philosophy staements, but it requireswork,
dedication, desire and heart in order to reglize your objectives.
Therefore, it isextremely important tha we focus our atention
and our energy towards providing programs tha encourage,
enlighten and add that all so important human touch inthelives
of our youth.

| personally fed that when oneiswilling togo out into aHigh
Schod or an Hementary School to share time, energy,
commitment and, ebove all, to demonsgtrate this caring attitude,
it becomes “ Chords whose overtonesring throughout eternity” .
Students learn more by examplethan be preaching. They lean
more by people who demongtrate invery tangibleways, rather
than by people who smply do alot of talk but provide little
action.

Did youknow tha students involved in music

- tend to develop learming, and communication skills more
quickly?

- have a high correlaion between positive self- perception,
high cognitive competence scores, sdf esteem, interest, and
involvement in al schoal ectivities?

- develop positive sAf-image, adesireto achieve excellence,
and an ahility to set goals, cooperae, and excel in group
cohesveness:

- outscore students on achievement tests in reading and
mathematics?

- soore an average of 21-38 points higher on Scholagtic
Aptitude Tests?

- are more likdy to be sought out by institutions of higher
leamning®

- are lesslikely to be involved in ariminal behaviour, and are
more likdy to develop charader, and leadership skills:

- have a beter undeastanding, how the arts, integrate the
different culturd dtributes, and diversities in our society?

Every chgpter must have a beginning and sometimes just

getting started, is the hardest thing of all to accomplish. It is
imperative that you send a representative to COTS 2003,
Geneva Park, Orillia Ontario, January 10-12/2003. Michael
O'Neill (Southwestern Didtrict), will beinstructing the Young
Men in Harmony Course. | will make mysdf availeble to
discuss, and to help plan programs for your chapter.
Egtablishing smple, manageable, sraght forward gods, that
ae attainable and will meet the needs of your students, and
music educdors, in order to, “Keep THEIR Whole World
Singing,” will be my prime objectivefor theyear 2003.

Did you know that the Youth group that performed & our fall
convention

& - are from acore areg, high risk secondary school?

& - rarely have had any formal musiceducation prior toHigh

Schoal entry?

& - hadagrandfather drivethree-and-a half hour, bothways,
in order to ensure his granddaughter would be ableto sing
for you? — She had missed the bus.

& - had three young men, who had dready graduated from
High Shool, come back spedfically to be part of this
concert because they had participated in three of our
conventionsas observers and guests?

& - has a musc educaor, Ms. Dath, that published a
wonderful article in The Trillium that ended with “My
experiences at Harnmony College was one that | will
always cherish. The people there were the most caring,
interesting, kind, knowledgeable and friendly people |
have met in along time They truly embody the wonder,
and thejoy of singing.”*

- gave up 435 man-hours to be with you at convention? Why?
Because, as oneyoung person said, “ Barbershoppeasrodk.” In
today’s vernacular, the term is the highest compliment ateen
can give toan adult. Need | say morel 7 3
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At therecent Can-Am Night,
Graytones (Ozkville Chapter), aseniorsquartet,
called upon acollege sudent tofill in on baritone
proving once again that you haveto
involve them while they are young.
Pictured above (L-R) Grant Goodfellow (T),
Sam McComish (L), Earl Kettle (Bs), Eric Deland (Br).L-
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