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IN MEMORIAM

MONTE BANKJS

1912 — 2004

By Doug Drew , Ottawa Chapter

erbert Wilfred “Monté’ Banks passad away

peacefuly on Fiday, Feoruary 6 2004, in his

92nd yea. A funerd savice was hdd on
Wednesday, February 11, 2004.

Monte, aswe knew him, was a past president of the
Ottawa Chapter and of Ontario Didrict (1976). He
established the Ottawa Chapter Past Preddents
Trophy for Barbershopper Of The Year (BOTY) and
also presented to the Ontario District the official
presidents gavel.

Thoughhisactive participationin thingsbarbershop
ceased some years ago, he, for many years,
mai ntai ned hisSociety and chapter membership, upto
thecurrent date.

R.I.P. Monte, they’' ve been waiting for you on
Cloud 9, themeeting place of the Eternal Chapter. ¥

GEORGE BELL

1934 — 2004

By Waldo Redekop

nhis 70" year, George Bel was killed in the torrific

accident that took dacesouth of Huntsvilleon Sunchy,

February 8, 2004. Geage and his wife, Vivian, were
intheSUV heading north on Highway 11 that was struck by
asouthbound car drivinginthewrong lanes.

George wasthe V.P. membership for the Huntsville
Chapter. The funeral took place on Friday, February
13, 2004 i n Huntsvil le, with the Muskoka Music Men
singing at thefuneral service. *

AL MARDON

1933 — 2003

By Clarke Edward, Uppe Canada Chordsmen

regret totell you of thepassing of Al Mardon, a
ten-year veeran and charter member of the
Newmmarke Chapter. The funerd took place at

Roadhouse and Rose Fungal Home in Newmarke on
Monday, Decamber 1, 2004.

Al was a keen and highly regarded Barbershopper,
not only asabassinhisown chorusbuti nquartets. He
was the ultimate volunteer, serving on his chapter
board and helping with district events, and
participating in conventions and COTS.

He had been named Newmarket Barbershopper of
the Year for 2003 j ust weeks before his death. *

MARINUWS VAN OSCH

1934 — 2004

Submitted by Helen Young

ayugaUnited Church wasfilled to cgpecity January

5, 2004, as peoplegathered to pay thar find tribute

to Rene van Osch, amember of the Gantlermen of
Harmony, SncoeChapter. Rene hed quidly passed away in
theearly hous d January 1, 2004, ater batling cancer for
the preced ng three-and-a-hd f months

Rene, the oldest of nine children, was born in
Holland and at age nineteen, with the whole family,
movedto Canadaand settl edinthe Ri dgeway area. He
was introduced to barbershop singing by Don
Martindale and decidedto joi ntheS mcoeChapter in
1994, singing bass firs, then joining the baritone
section. Rene loved music, and also was part of the
Vittoria Community Choir, the Singing Friends and
the CayugaUnited Church chair.

He | eaves hiswife, Dorothy, two daughters, a son,
and six grandchildren. The Gentlemen of Harmony
were honoured to sing “I Believe” and “An Irish
Blessing” at the memorial service, and will long
remember Rene's beautiful smile, aswell ashishelp
making coffee and having refreshmentsready at break
time during theweekly rehearsals. *

GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN "




