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Brother,
Can You Spare a Dime?

any of you will befamiliar with the story of how the

Toronto Northern Lights got into character to sing

this song so movingly when they first did it in the
Internationd competition in Nashvillein 2001.

For those of you who ae not familiar with the story, the
membea's of TNL went to the streets of downtown Toronto and
begged for a dime. They left thar return bus fare at home and
knew that if they didn’t get the money, it would be avery long
walk home for some of them. In this way, it put them in the
shoesof the poor who can be found inall large cities.

Begging for adime made a lasting impression on many of the
meambers, which then allowed them to get into character more
eadly as they knew exactly what they were singing about when
they sang “ Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?”

Those of you who were watching the tdecadt this year from
Louisville, may have seen the co-directors of TNL,
Steve Armstrong and Chris Arnold, beng interviewed about
how the members had managed to get into character for that
song. Thetwo of them explained what the chorusmembershad
done when they prepared for Nashville.

As some of the members had not been with them inNaghwille
and had not begged for a dime on the streets of Toronto, they
then informed usof what had been donethat week in Louisville
to dlowthe memberstoagainfeel the desperation of not having
a dime and havingto beg for it to get food.

Kirsten Cooney, awife of one of the members of TNL, had
arranged for the chorus to go to afood kitchen to help out with
serving breakfast to the needy. Kirsten hasa Bachelor of Social
Work and searched out possible locations in Louisville,
contected the volunteer co-ordingtor a the Wayside Chrigtian
Mission and then presented theideato the chorus.
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The chorus immediaely volunteered, so for five
days the week of the competition, 10 different TNL
membea's went each day to help serve breakfast at
Wayside Chrigtian Mission. In addition, some of the
wives helped both with breakfasts and on Thursday
and Friday from 9-11a.m. & the Child Devel opment
Center, the mission's daycare program.

The first breakfast was served at 6:30 am. to the
men, the second at 7:30 to thewomen and children,
and thethird at 8 am. which was open to everyone.
This allowed the TNL mambers to see the need and
expeience the difficulties that alot of people have
when they do not haveadime

Of course there were some great experiences at
these breakfasts. One was when Darryl Marchant
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