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Toronto 2013

Now the excitement begins

Rob Arnold, 20131 nternational Convention Chairman

fter 50 yeas of absence the Barbershop Harmony
Society will be returning to Toronto for the
nternational convention and competitionin July of
2013. At this years convention in Indianapolis, the Society
Board approved the recommendation of the Socigy Events
Committee and awarded the 2013 convention (also the 75th
Anniversary of the Socigty) to the city of Toronto, bringing
to conclusion many months of bidding, presenting and
negotiating with locd hotels andfadlities.

The competition site will be the Air Canada Centre and the
headquarters hotel will bethe Har bour Castle Westin.

The City of Toronto, through the Toronto Tourism Board,
were instrumental in the negotiations with the ACC and the
hatels in making this bid so dtractive. Many members of
both theeventscommittee and the Society Board commented
that this was the easiest decision they made dl week.

Even thoughthe evertt is ill over six yearsaway, plans are
dready garting to take place in the aredion of the steering
committee and business development, with the god of
having the best-attended and most exdting convetionin the

Future International Conventions

2007 Albuquerque, NM
Jan. 21-Jan 23

2007 Denver, Colorado

July 1-8

2008 Nashville, Tennessee
June 29-July 6

2009 Anaheim, California
June 28-July 5

history of the Barbershop Harmony Society.

On a personal note, | would like to thank everyone in the
Ontario Distriat for the support and encouragement during
the bidding process, specifically to The Authentics for
showing up at 6:30 am. at the Royd York Hotd on the
Monday morning following our spring conventionto singfor
thesite-vist committee from Kenosha.

Also, thanksto Darryl Marchant for his work in putting
shirtstogether so the gtef of the Royal York Hotd involved
inthestevist had Barbershop Harmony Society T-shirtson
during thevisit aswell.

The congratulaions &te the announcement that we won
was made have also been very gopreciated and | thank
evaryonetha has teken thetimeto passon their thoughts and
kind words. Special thanks go to Ted Devonshire for
goproaching me over two-years ago to stat this process.
Ted's (and subsequently the distrid House of Delegates)
oconfidenceinmy ahilitiestodothisjob hasmeant alat tome.

| look forward to serving as the convention chairman and
can't wait to show off Toronto and the Ontario Didtrict in
2013. AsGord Heath sad to me “Maybe 13 isour lucky
number!” *

2010 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
June 27-July 4

2011 Kansas City, Missouri
July 3-10
2012 Portland, Oregon

2013 Toronto. Ontario
2014 Minneapolis, Minnesota
2015 T.B.D.

2016 Nashville, Tennessee




