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[ED: John sent some questions with answers about Yauth in Harnony. Dueto thelength, | have broken it into sections Thisisthe

Youth in Harmony (YIH)

condusion]

JohnKirby, Ontario YIH VP

“The great use of lifeis to spend it for something tha will
outlast it” —William James

* Q. Our chapter isvery busy with convention and show

demands. How canwe possibly developaYIH program?

A. There are many ways you can incorporae Y IH activities
into your busy schedule Try some of the following ideas.

¢ 1. Use pre-existing programs in your region like music
fedtivds.

& 2.Involve studentsin your sSing-outs, annud shows.

& 3. Use music educators as coaches, and choreographic
advisors.

& 4. Take student to your convention.

& 5. Use dudents a non-singing people involved in
technicd work.

& 6. Offer scholarships to hdp students attend recognized
schools of music such as Harmony College North,
Interprovindal Music Camp or Stratford Summer Student
Music Program.

& 7. Takeyour repertoire out to the schoals.

& 8. Volunteer to be guests at school assemblies or evening
of entertanment.

& 9. Sell tickets, prograns, usha and work behind the
Scenes.

& 10 Beoome an audience membe and attend school
functions.

Your busy schedule must never overshadow the reason why
we exist as a musical socidy. Get aedive! You can think of a
million ways to promotey outh programming withinthe context
of convention and show demands.

* Q. Is their assstance avalable to help our chapter, and

our divison get started?

Absol utely! Western Division would like to get started
looking & YIH withintheir Divison. | have offered to essst by
presenting aday workshop to assist themto create manageable
goals and specific programs for their division and their
individual chapters. | would gladly assist other divisions. If
thereis suffident interest haveyour divisonmanager givemea
call withadate and| will try towork it intomy schedule. All we
need is a meding place. | will bring everything needed to
present a hands-on workshop for your chapter YIH
co-ordinaors. A TV and DV D/VHS would be helpful. Once a

E-mail anyone?

f you have emal and would like to ge listed in a
directory of e-mail addresses of Ontario Didtrict
Barbershobrer <. send ane-mail to Waldo Redekop a

sating your name, your

chepter and yaur e-mail eddress.

Why not jointhelist and beone of thefirstto know
what is going on in the digrict? There are over 55C
members currently onthe list.

replacement hasbeen found for Rick Spencer. | feel confident
hewill want tovisit Ontario and mekepresantationstoyour area
schoals. Don' t let the opportunity dip by.

* Q. | haveheard a lot about Harmony Explosion Camps,
why doesn't our digtrict offer such acamp in conjunction
with our HCN?

A. Money and the lack of chapters making contect with local
schoal educators. As a district we are going to have to find
alternaive means of rasing funds for such ectivities. The
average HEC for approximately 90 students runs about
$15,000. This includes three nights and four days of
accommodations, food, music, learning CDs, a front line
diredor frominternational, afront line director fromaschool of
music and atop interaiond quartet to act as section leade's.
The students prepare to perform three barbershop style
sdedions, and three TTBB selections chosen by thefront line
directors. A final night performance highlighting the students,
digrict and internaiond quartets, district chorus champions it
offered to the public, friends, and to the parents of the sudents.
The International officeis prepared to give us $50 per student
and a$700 donationto off sat the cost of bringing in the coaches.
The chagperones for the students do nat pay, and any educators
attending are of fered a special course as well astimeto observe
the coaching sessons. Unless all our chapters are willing to
make pogtive inroads with thdr educators and unless our
digrict is willing to find dterndive finandal sources, HECs
will not heppen. | pasonally would liketo see Onterio offer it
first camp in the spring of 2007. Thiswould give us sufficient
time to find the necessary cash and give our chapters sufficient
time to meke thar school contects. Sudents involved are of
high school age or will be attending high school in thefall of the
following year.

* Q Why is YIH importent and why is it being promoted

through Internaiond and thedigtrict?

A. Asyouareawae unless wefind new membersand unles
we sow the seeds of pogitive relationships with our educators
and students, our hobby will ceasetobe We enjoy singing, and
thefellowship of our chapter membe's. Thiswill all ceaseto be
unless we promote membership and youth activities.
Meambership isthe present, youth is the future. Like the quote
“Thegreat use of lifeisto spend it for somehing that will out
lagt it,” we must begin to realize that our legacy is the
continuance of our art form. It must outlast our current
membership and develop into the future *

Ontario’s web site

f you arelooking for any information on the Ortaric
District, chedk out the district sweb Site, mairtaned by
webmester, Alex Beamigh. Jug point yaur browser to
<www.ontariodi grict.com>.
If you haven't visited it l ately, therearealot of new
things added such asregistration forms, score sheets
and much more. Check it out. W




