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Fascinating!

By WaldoRedekap, Trillium Editor

nmy over 30years inthishobby, | have been privilegedto

take pat in or witness some very enjoyable events. One

such event that | found fascinating took placeon Saturday,
Novembe 4, 2006.

Donna and | got out of bed before5 a.m. (as did many of the
Toronto Northern Lights members) to be in London for the
Ontario Music Educators Association’s conference. John
Kirby had sdd that Dr. Gage Averill wasto givethekeynote
address andwasusing TNL for a demongraion. TNL was dso
goingto beteaching amaster dasson barbershopping following
the keynote address.

Prior to the address, the Ontario Provincial Honour Band
2006, conducted by Dr. Mark Hopkins, performed. This band
with 46 members (accordingtothe program) gave amagnificent
performance of some very hard to play pieces. The band
meambers are chosen fromdeamo tapes sent in and the members
come from many schools in Ontario. They me the previous
Sunday at which time they saw the music for the firgt time.
During the week they gave concerts in various locations,
culminaing with the Keynote Address Perf ormance.

Dr. Averill gave a brief history of barbershop music using a
powe point demongration and actud recordings from the
1800s. He usad the TNL asademongtration chorusto allow the
audience to hear what it was tha he was talking about.
Spontaneous standing ovations fromthe very attentive audience
of music teachers were adelight tobehold.

After an intermisson in which OMEA members went tc
various workshops, those who wanted to hear the master class
demongtraion of barbershop music stayed in the auditorium.
Thedirector of TNL, Steve Armstrong, then gave adass, most
of which a lot of us non-music teachers did not really
understand.

Seve talked &out how barbershop music is based on the
cirde of fifths and how the progressons are made (amezing
what | learned & Harnony College North). He said tha he
would hold up fingers to indicate which numbe chord they
were at 0tha the teacherswould understand the progression of
chords.

As Steve started out, whenhe held up hisfingersfor the third
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chord, a number of heads in front of me were shaking
sdeways s if to say he waswrong. Steve realized he had
missed achord and apologized (the heads nodded up and
down) and hewould start over. Fascinaiing how all those
teacherscould hearthis. | just sat there and said to myself,
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“lan't this great barbershopmusic?” and wasimmersed in
the moment. Maybe this is why the music judges often
differ in thdr scoring from mine at conventions when |
think someone dse sounded better. Needless to sy, I'm
not amusic judge, but still, | do enjoy fine music, andalot
of itis being sung during this season.

S, from Donna and |, Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. Hereé s wishing next year iseven better for you
than this year. *
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