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APOC says “Thanks!”

By Duncan Macgregor, Treasurer, APOC

Ontario’s 22nd Pep Rally was held on June 19, 2007 at the
Capitol Banquet Centre. Close to 600 Ontario
Barbershoppers supported this annual event and it was

another night of harmony and fellowship to remember.
The Association of Past Ontario Quartet Champions

(APOC) wishes to express our “Thanks” to all Ontario
Barbershoppers who attended the Pep Rally and who donated
talent, prizes, and money to help make the Pep Rally such a
success.

The main purposes of the Pep Rally are:
& to provide a venue for our International representatives to

strut their stuff prior to competing at the International
Convention.

& To raise funds to help subsidize our International
representatives travel to International.

& To provide an evening of Barbershop Fellowship for all
Ontario Barbershoppers.

On behalf of all Ontario Barbershoppers, APOC was able to
provide a minimum of $11,500 to our International
representatives.

The amount could be more once we know the number of
Ontario Seniors Quartets who will be allowed to compete at the
2008 Mid-Winter Convention. The cheques provided to the
Northern Lights Chorus and to the MegaCity Chorus totaled
$7,000. These awards are now called The Greg Backwell
Award in recognition of Greg’s contribution to the founding of
APOC.

Mirage was provided $1,500 and this award is now named
The Harry Wilson Award in recognition of Harry’s
contribution to Ontario as the originator of the annual Pep Rally.

The Gin And Tonics (our College Reps) were presented with
$1,500 and this award has been named The Four Chorder’s
Award in recognition to The Four Chorders Quartet for starting
in their teens and for putting Ontario on the International map in
the early years of our district. The winner of the Seniors Quartet
Championship will be presented $1,500 at our fall convention,
and any additional wild card entries to the International Seniors
Quartet Contest will receive $750.

APOC would like to pay special tribute to Greg Backwell
who once again donated several prints for our draw, and to Bob’s
Yer Uncle who donated a performance to the draw for the
second year in a row.

An evening, such as the annual Pep Rally would not go
forward year after year without a lot of help and assistance from
many people. Over 50 tables were sold for this event and we say
“Thanks” to those who reserved tables. APOC members ran the
draw and thanks goes to those who donated prizes, to those who
sold draw tickets and to those who bought tickets.

The Scarborough Dukes provided the risers once again
(thanks to Max Woudstra for delivering them), and Jim Price
provided the sound system for our listening enjoyment.

And, to the many quartets and choruses who provided
entertainment to the throng, we say “Thanks for this important
contribution.” To those who helped set-up and tear-down, your
help was really appreciated (especially Sandy Todd).

And lastly, our Thanks goes to Neil Aitchison for directing
the traffic (with the help of Ray Danley who is off to China) and
for providing the many laughs throughout the evening.

Lastly, please mark Tuesday, June 17, 2008, on your calendar
when we will congregate once again for Ontario’s 23rd annual
Pep Rally.

APOC looks forward to seeing you there! 

[ED: Taken from the Guelph Chapter’s e-mail list. Used with permission.]

Pep Rally
By Rod Mills, Guelph Chapter member

I
t is sad news that you may not be at the Pep Rally tonight.
The Pep Rally is a once-a-year event, to support (and help
subsidize) our Ontario District’s choruses and quartets that

will be attending International contests this summer.
Sure, there is a charge for admission, and even for food and

drinks. But we get to be together as a chorus, and with friends
new and old. It is a great opportunity to meet our pals in the
district and to sit down and enjoy each other’s company, all
while listening to some amazing barbershop harmony.

The Pep Rally is a fantastic time, with choruses and quartets
performing one right after the other the entire evening. And,
they just get better and better — the Royal City Ambassadors
even get a chance to jump on stage and sing. So we are a part of
it all!

This was an occasion talked about and shared as an upcoming
event more than two months ago in our chapter meetings and in
e-mail. Perhaps you don’t realize how important such an event
is. But then again, perhaps you have another important

obligation that was scheduled more than two months ago and
are therefore committed otherwise.

This is the main reason that events are shared so far in
advance, so we may mark them on our calendars to reserve our
time for that important event. I for one appreciate that Ken
Fisher and Doug Todd are willing to create and share the
calendar for the chorus in advance.

Sure, this event does go late — probably back home around
midnight or shortly thereafter — but it is important to support
our own singers as they are to represent us and our very own
district as they sing, competing in our society’s contests.

If we know it goes late for us, cannot we prepare by getting a
good sleep a couple of nights in a row before, and then after to
catch up? The Pep Rally is only once a year and it is such a very
good cause.

These are my thoughts about the importance of attending the
Pep Rally to support and encourage our district’s own choruses
and quartets. It is also a great indication of encouragement to
those who are hoping to form quartets and to those who are
interested in working harder in their own choruses.

I wonder if you feel the same. 


